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rel a tively heavy in fes ta tions of false spi der mite
(Brevipalpus spp) have been iden ti fied in some or -
chards.  False spi der mites build in the in te rior tree
can opy and of ten causes spot ting ‘nail head rust’ on
the fruit, se verely down grad ing its mar ket abil ity.
Grow ers def i nitely need be alert for this pesky mite
which all too of ten goes un de tected un til the dam age 
ap pears on the fruit.  Un for tu nately, Kelthane MF
(dicofol) one of the most ef fec tive miticides for false 
spi der mite con trol has been taken off the mar ket. 
Grow ers will need to choose an al ter na tive miticide
e.g., Comite EC, Danitol 2.4 EC, or Vendex 50 WP.  
Envidor 2 SC which re cently re ceived a fed eral reg -
is tra tion for use on cit rus has also shown good ef fi -
cacy against false spi der mite.     

M. Sétamou & J. V. French

     Fig. 1. Asian cit rus psyllid nymphs with pro fuse wax

       Fig. 2. Dam age of cit rus leafminer  

Pest from Page 1 AE RIAL BLIGHT CAUSED BY 
PHY TOPH THORA

Ae rial blight of cit rus is a se ri ous dis ease with
symp toms on the up per leaves and stems. It can re -
sult in even tual death of plants in weeks. The in ci -
dence of this dis ease is gov erned by the
tem per a ture, rel a tive78.0611 T0.0000 T TD
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In the Feb ru ary 2006 news let ter, we de scribed the 
sur vey to be un der taken this year to de ter mine the
ex tent of spread of the Asian cit rus psyllid, and if
any green ing-in fected trees were pres ent in ei ther
com mer cial groves or in dooryards.

So far, the psyllid has been found on cit rus in 14
coun ties, in clud ing the three com mer cially im por tant 
ones of the Lower Rio Grande Val ley (Hi dalgo,
Cameron and Willacy).  None has been found so far
in three other coun ties. The Ta ble lists the coun ties
out side the LRGV sur veyed so far.  Of par tic u lar im -
por tance is the find ing of psyl lids at one lo ca tion in
Hous ton, be cause there are com mu ni ties in the area
with for eign or i gins who may have in tro duced cit rus
il le gally from their home coun tries, per haps be ing
un aware that this is il le gal. Some other lo ca tions in
Hous ton vis ited do not ap pear to be in fested with
psyl lids, but fur ther sur veys will be un der taken. In
ad di tion to re turn ing to Hous ton, there are other ar -
eas which will be sur veyed again, and coun ties we
have not yet cov ered, such as those in east Texas,
will be vis ited.

 Al though no typ i cal green ing-like symp toms
have been ob served at any lo ca tion, leaves dis play -
ing de fi ciency-like symp toms have been col lected
from ar eas vis ited and sent to the USDA lab in North 
Carolina which is con duct ing all the mo lec u 



Sub scrip tions to the bi monthly News let ter are $5 a year or $8 for two
years. In ter na tional rate is $7 a year.  Make checks pay able to Texas A&M
Uni ver sity-Kingsville. Ad dress com ments or in qui ries to News let ter Ed i tor,
Texas A&M Uni ver sity- Kingsville Cit rus Cen ter, 312 N. In ter na tional Blvd,
Weslaco, Texas 78596 or, in the case of signed ar ti cles, di rectly to the staff
mem ber named. Ar ti cles ap pear ing in the News let ter may be re pro duced, in
whole or in part,
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