


UPDATESON TRISTEZA AND
GREENING

The recent discovery of tristeza-infected treesin
the California Citrus Clonal Protection Program is of
concern to Texas since we have obtained many of
the varieties in the Texas program from California.
At the Lindcove Station in California, 44 treesin the
field collection were found to be infected, and four
more in the screen-protected area. All our field trees
are tested annually, and again this year none was
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caught in traps and prevents its spread outside the
guarantine areafor the past five years, the continuous
detection of the weevil isworrisome and callsfor a
more aggressive strategy. The need to implement
other pest suppression strategies along with chemical
application was recognized by a panel of scientists
from the Citrus Center and the Texas Cooperative
Extension (TCE). Therelease of awasp parasitoid
that attacks the eggs of Diaprepes has been suggested
asaviable strategy. Not only does thisbiological
control agent allow for targeting this pest in places
where application of chemical pesticidesis problem-
atic, such asin residential areas, they offer the possi-
bility to control another development stage of the
root weevil and thus hold promise as an IPM tactic.
We obtained a permit from USDA APHIS PPQ Pest
Detection and Management L aboratory, Edinburg TX
(Permit No P526P-07-04678) for the release of the
wasp parasitoid, Quadrastichus haitiensis that has
proven to provide at least moderate levels of parasit-
ism in Florida, Puerto Rico and other Caribbean and
West Indian islands. This egg parasitoid was ob-
tained from the USDA-ARS Subtropical Insects Re-
search Unit, U. S. Horticultural Research Laboratory
in Fort Pierce, FL and introduced into Texasin May
2007. Once received, sealed shipments of adult
parasitoids were brought to the USDA APHIS PPQ
guarantine laboratory where they were opened to en-
sure they were free of any contamination prior to
their release in the quarantine area. Thusfar, 27,000
parasitoids have been released this year, and addi-
tional releases are planned in the near future. Evalua-
tion of the parasitoid establishment will be conducted
starting this fall through ajoint collaboration between
scientists of the Citrus Center, TCE, and USDA
APHIS PPQ.

Diaprepes root weevil wggs(top) and the wasp
Quadrastichus haitiensis that parasitizes these eggs
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TWO STUDENTSWHO STARTED AT
THE CITRUSCENTER GRADUATE
FROM THE VEGETABLE AND FRUIT
IMPROVEMENT CENTER, TEXAS
A&M UNIVERSITY

Jose LuisPerez wasborn and raised in
McAllen, Texas. He received his Bachelor’sin bi-
ology from University of Texas Pan-American at
Edinburg, Texas. During his college days he was
constantly in search for ajob that he would enjoy
doing every day. In that search he got an opportu-
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