Activity Help Guide

1A =R&D ACTIVITIES
1B = OTHER SPONSORED ACTIVITIES

Research and development (R&D) is creative work conducted systematically to increase the stock of knowledge (research) and to
use this stock of knowledge to devise new applications (development).

1. Research is systematic study directed toward fuller scientific knowledge or understanding of the subject studied

2.  Development is systematic use of knowledge or understanding gained from research, directed toward the production of
useful materials, devices, systems, or methods including design and development of prototypes and processes

Research and Development (R&D) also includes activities involving the training of individuals in research techniques where such



NOTE: Certain activities may or may not be classified as research and development depending upon circumstances. Examples of such
activities are given below:

| Activity | Research | Not Research | Examples
Economic Studies Activities are systematic and Program planning, implementation, 1)
intensive; activities designed area  and evaluation unless these
fairly rigorous research effort. activities are designed as a fairly

rigorous research effort.



| Activity
Demonstration

| Research | Not Research

Activities that are part of research 1)
or development (i.e., that are

intended to prove or to test

whether a technology or method

does, in fact, work)

Demonstration intended to
make available information
about new technologies or
methods should not be
included.

Educational demonstration to
apply or exhibit new teaching
methods, or a demonstration
without a scheduled
termination or a thorough
evaluation

| Examples
Educational demonstration on new teaching
methods if the demonstration is established
as an experiment to produce new



1B = OTHER SPONSORED ACTIVITIES — Activities that do not meet the definition of R&D may include:

a)
b)

instructional activities that are part of the institution’s instruction program;

public service and extension services for the benefit of groups external to the institution — grants for non-instructional public
service activities established as the result of cooperative extension efforts; public broadcasting services. Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension proposals are considered “other sponsored activities.”

student services — grants to support student activities, cultural events, student publications, admissions office, registrar’s
office, student financial aid administration, student health service;

scholarships and fellowships — awards for students (This does not include faculty fellowships or research fellowships awarded
to graduate students — they should be coded as “research.”);

operations and maintenance — grants for capital projects such as the airport, facilities, construction projects



