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Senators Present : Eliezer Louzada, Bart Ballard, April Conkey, Kathleen Rees, Armando 
Ibanez, Christine Fiestas, Barbara Cooke, Pamela Wright, Ryan Paul, Elizabeth Janzen, 
Joachim Reinhuber, Richard Miller, Stan Hodges, Ruth Chatelain-
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�ƒ Dr. Abdelrahman is working on increasing research centers such as biotechnology 
and biomedical areas. He hopes to exceed $21 million in research expenditures and 
feel this can be done with undergraduate and graduate research.  

�ƒ Dr. Abdelrahman also mentioned the Title V grant and the push for STEM research 
ideas and requested that if any individuals have any research ideas to pass them 
along.  

�¾ Questions and Comments: 
�ƒ Dr. Verma stated that there have been comments across campus that there is 

money but no strategic vision.   
�x Dr. Abdelrahman stated that with RDF money about $1 million is put back in the 

college.  Currently, 19 million is brought in with specific goals, which seem to 
have natural resources as their areas of focus.   

�x Dr. Abdelrahman wants to broaden the umbrella of research.  He used the 
College of Arts and Sciences as an example of a college not big on grants.  

�x Dr. Abdelrahman mentioned that there are five NIH funded grants that gives 
leverage to engage undergraduate research.  

�ƒ Dr. Rajab Challoo asked how this money is going to be used for university growth 
and when will we see it. 
�x Dr. Abdelrahman stated that particular question is for the President as research 

funding works under specific goals related to the proposal. 
�x Dr. Anderson stated that the question would need to be answered at another 

time by the Provost or President.  
�ƒ With no more questions, Dr. Verma thanked Dr. Abdelrahman for his presentation. 

 
�™ Report from Committees and Officers:  

�¾ Various committees and officers gave updates to the Faculty Senate. 
 

�ƒ Faculty Senate President Update - Dr. Verma, Faculty Senate President: 
�x Dr. Verma recently attended the Texas Council of Faculty Senates and met with 

Vice Chancellor Hallmark as well as other Faculty Senate Presidents.  There 
were discussions on various items.   

�x Dr. Verma handed out information on the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board (THECB) 60X30 Strategic Plan (previously emailed out to senators).  

�x Dr. Verma opened the floor for questions and discussion regarding the issue. 
�¾ Dr. Briones asked about the changes in Wisconsin  and why we as 

Texans should care? 
�ƒ Dr. Verma replied that it does not really affect us, because they are 

changing their tenure system to align
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�x There was also discussion on completion rates as well as Goal #3, 
which states that all graduates from Texas public institutions of 
higher education will have completed programs with identified 
marketable skills.  

�x The final goal discussed is the loan debt. The goal sated that 
undergraduate student loan debt will not exceed 60 percent of first-
year wages for graduates of Texas public institutions.  

�ƒ A concern was stated that this plan was developed without formal 
faculty representation. 

�ƒ Dr. Verma stated that he abstained from the vote, as he had not read 
the complete report prior to the vote, but that the motion passed 
opposing this plan.  

�ƒ Dr. Richard Miller stated that this issue is not going away and stated 
that they need to come back and ask faculty to participate in the 
discussion.  Clarification needs to be made to define marketable.  

�ƒ Dr. Verma stated that he met with Dr. Tallant and discussed the issue 
and informed him that at TCFS meeting it was stated that university 
presidents in Texas oppose the plan.  Dr. Tallant stated he did not 
know.  

�ƒ Dr. Verma has read the entire report and didn’t find anything specific 
that stands out; rather the whole report was a concern.  

�ƒ Dr. Christian Fiestas asked who is in charge of this report.  It was 
stated that the report has a list of individuals. 

�ƒ Dr. Kathleen Rees asked if there was a Lumina connection, as this 
sounds similar.  No one was aware of that connection. 

�ƒ Dr. Verma stated that the way the graduation rates are calculated it is 
unfair to TAMU-K because of the type of community we serve.  We 
have students enter at different points versus other universities that 
receive students from freshman to senior year.  

�ƒ Dr. Patricia Huskin stated that this also affects Del Mar College as well 
as they cannot count some of their students.  



Faculty Senate Meeting—November 3 , 2015 

 5 

�¾ Dr. Verma stated that at the council meeting the top agenda item was SB 
11 (gun law).  

 
�™ SB 11 Response Commit tee – Dr. Bart Ballard & Mr. Randy Hughes : 

�¾ Dr. Ballard and Mr. Hughes reported regarding the Campus Plan regarding SB 11. 
 
�ƒ Dr. Ballard stated that the system has allowed university to establish their rules to 

cover areas that are not excluded by the law.   
�ƒ The committee, who was chaired by Mr. Hughes, was composed from individuals 

from Compliance, University Police Department, Recreation and Housing.  
�ƒ The committee solicited requests for additional exclusions and received decent 

feedback.  The committee discussed those exclusions with system lawyers to 
ensure compliance with the law.   

�ƒ Forums are being setup to share information.  Final recommendations will be sent to 
the President for approval (with or without modifications) and once approved to the 
Board of Regents (with or without modifications) then finally to the legislature.   

�ƒ A Concealed Handgun License (CHL) holder must be a Texas resident over the age 
of 21 and must complete a background check and pass a 9 criteria test.   

�ƒ System lawyers looked into the statistics of citizens.   
�x 2.7% of all eligible Texans are CHL holders.   
�x 1.4% of our student population on campus is between the ages of 21-30. Based 
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�x It was stated that our campus does hold these types of camps and we can 
temporary a no carry zone.  Again, we can post but you cannot check and see if 
they are carrying.   

�x It was stated that the Stadium is a no carry zone either way for UIL competitions.  
�x 0.3% of CHL holders have been convicted of violations but none major crimes, 

rather domestic.  
�x It was emphasize that these individuals are law abiding and will follow notices.  

�ƒ It was stated that labs with organic solvent will be excluded.  The committee met 
with Shane Creel since the law is broad.  

�ƒ 
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�x Dr. Janzen clarified her earlier statement regarding the use of the word “timely”. 
She clarified stating she removed the word “frequently” and added in “timely”. 

�¾ D
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o Dr. Allred asked if it would be for asking for input, revision, or get a feeling 


